
Ramblers Lake District Area          

Minutes  of  Area  Footpaths  Committee  meeting  held  at  Stricklandgate  Methodist
Church Hall, Kendal, on Saturday 29th September 2018

Present
Vice Chairman: Brian Jones 
Group Footpath Secretaries: David Staton
(DS)  (Kendal),  Neil  Herbert  (NH)
(Lancaster), 

13/18 Apologies
Dave Harrison (Kendal)
Dennis Pook (Area Footpath Secretary)
Alan Duval (Penrith)
Jennifer Gallagher (Grange) 
Ian Brodie (ECP)

14/18 Minutes of February meeting 
Approved, but in 8/18 legal case is in EU
and not UK.

15/18 Matters arising from minutes not
covered elsewhere in the agenda
  None

16/18 Sharpe Legacy
Helsington Barrows 
DS  -  Marion  Jones,  as  officer  for  the
LDNP, has confirmed that the Landowner,
Levens  Estate  (Richard  Baggot),  is
amenable to the erection of the gates but
recently  all  has gone quiet.  The RA are
paying for them (last total cost estimate 2
years ago was £2200) but cannot accept
to  be  responsible  for  their  upkeep  and
maintenance.  Since  the  landowners  will
own  them,  by  default,  they  will  be
responsible for this when the time comes.
It was the consensus at the meeting that
this  need  not  be  made an  issue  at  this
time.  Funding  is  to  be  discussed  for
release at today’s area meeting (BJ) which
should kick-start the project again.

Buttermere Shore Path - No discussion

17/18 Reports to Area Council
Brief discussion but nothing relevant for 
this meeting. Members of the footpath 
committee are still not getting the Council 
and Area Group reports. 

18/18  Group  Footpath  Secretaries
Reports
Only a report from Lancaster was received
in  writing  before  the  meeting.  Copy
attached. Again, reports in advance to be
requested.
NH – report discussed, specifically:-
 -  Three  Brothers  concessionary  path
issue. It was agreed that probably the best
approach  was  via  the  Silverdale  and
Arnside  AONB  to  agree  a  compromise
with Leighton estate that  the path would
be open again on a concessionary basis
but for walkers only, no dogs.
-  Thwaite  Brow  Wood.  BJ  to  pursue
approach via parish  council  to  impose a
width restriction or even a TRO to prevent
damage to this historically important route.
DS – Cowan Head. The bridge over the
river Kent  at  Hagg Foot,  swept away by
storm  Desmond  in  2015,  is  being
replaced.  Work started on 1st September
and  is  nearly  complete  (post  meeting
addition  –  it  was  completed  on  1st

October). 
DS – New Hutton. DMMO near Old Croft
Farm, Millholme It appears to be a classic
mapping  error  with  a  gap  in  the  PRoW
(FP560017  /  FP559011  /  BW560022))
through the farm. There is also historical
and  user  evidence  for  the  route.  Public
inquiry to be held in January.
DS - reported that a DMMO had been
made  for  a  section  of  BW  to  be
added  to  an  existing  BW  north  of
Mosergh  Farm  leading  to  Access
Land  and  Whiteside  Pike.  If
confirmed this  will  be  an important
link  for  walkers  undertaking  the
Bannisdale Round.

19/18 Access
 It was agreed that we seem to be losing
access to Access land through closure of
concessionary  stewardship  footpaths.  A
recent  example  is  in  Caton  Moor  in
Lancashire (The Lancashire Witches Way



walk),  Closure  comes  into  effect  from
April’19.  Moves  are  afoot  to  resolve  the
issue (BJ, NH)

20/18 Big Pathwatch
 These  reports  from  Central  Office  are
sent  to  the  relevant  local  authority  and
area FP secretaries. DP forwards them to
the  Group  FP Secs.  These  are  typically
just  filed.  The  most  effective  way  of
reporting  problems  is  still  to  email  them
direct to the relevant authority.

NH – see Lancaster FP sec.  report.  Not
many path reports for Lancaster area.

21/18 Ease of Use Surveys
 The May ’18 results were available. There
were 62 passes and 17 path failures. The
next survey is in November. An invitation
was made to DS to join NH or BJ on their
next surveys if he wished.

22/18 Coastal Path
BJ - The September North West Coastal
update  was  more  promising  than  other
recent reports. The reports for Silecroft to
Silverdale and Silverdale to Cleveleys are
expected  to  appear  late  2018  or,  more
likely, early 2019.

23/18 Lost Ways
BJ – Lancaster group continues to make 
slow, steady progress whilst awaiting the 
heavily delayed Deregulation Report.

24/18 Case Studies
Tilberthwaite  –  Little  Langdale  –  this  is
being destroyed by 4x4 vehicles and water
problems. The NT and LDNP have started
to  repair  the  road  but  it  is  likely  to  be
destroyed again unless a TRO is issued.
LDNP seem reluctant to do this. What is
the  area  stance?  Are  we  going  to  get
involved?

Worcop  Firing  Range  –  MOD wishes  to
take  complete  control.  Area  should
support OSS.

Honister Zip Wire – This is down the East
face of Fleetwith Pike from the top of the
Via Ferrata and opposite Buckstone How.

DS was very much against the plan for
noise  and  disturbance  reasons  in
neighbouring  areas,  especially  for
climbers on Buckstone How. A further
consultation  is  underway  (closes
08/10/2018).  A  decision  is  expected
07/11/2018.  (Latter  detail  confirmed
after the meeting).

25/18 A.O.B.
None

26/18 Next Meeting

10.30 a.m. on Saturday 19th January 2019
in  the  Upper  Room  of  Stricklandgate
Methodist Church Hall, Kendal. 


